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The Honorable Theresa Doyle 
Motion for Summary Judgment 

Hearing:  Friday, March 17, 2017 @ 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF KING 
 

THE PRESBYTERY OF SEATTLE, a 
Washington nonprofit corporation; and 
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF SEATTLE, a Washington nonprofit 
corporation, 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 v. 
 
JEFF SCHULZ and ELLEN SCHULZ, as 
individuals and as the marital community 
comprised thereof, 
 
 Defendants. 
 

 

No. 16-2-03515-9 SEA 
No. 16-2-23026-1 SEA 
Consolidated 
 
DECLARATION OF SHELLEY  
M. DAHL IN SUPPORT OF 
PLAINTIFFS’ AMENDED MOTION 
FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT IN 
PRESBYTERY II 

 

I, Shelley M. Dahl, pursuant to RCW 9A.72.085, declare as follow:   

1.  I am a Ruling Elder at University Presbyterian Church and a member of the 

Presbytery of Seattle (the “Presbytery”).  I have personal knowledge of the matters set 

forth in this declaration and am competent to testify about those matters. 

2. On November 17, 2015, I was appointed by the Presbytery as one of eight 

members of the Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian Church of Seattle (the 

“Administrative Commission”).  At the Administrative Commission’s initial meeting on 
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November 18, 2015, I was selected as the co-moderator of the Commission.  My co-

moderator is Steve Aeschbacher, Ruling Elder at Bellevue Presbyterian Church. 

3. The Administrative Commission held a series of meetings in November 

and December 2015 and January and February 2016.  The Administrative Commission 

met with or received information from 50 persons.   

4. The Presbytery’s charge to the Administrative Commission, the 

proceedings of the Administrative Commission, the Administrative Commission’s initial 

findings, and the actions taken by the Administrative Commission in light of those 

findings are all described in the Report of the Administrative Commission for First 

Presbyterian Church of Seattle dated February 16, 2016 (the “Report”).  A true copy of the 

Report is attached as Exhibit A.   

5. When the former leaders of First Presbyterian Church of Seattle (“FPCS”) 

refused to accept the Report and failed to comply with the Administrative Commission’s 

directions, the Presbytery, FPCS, Robert Wallace, and William Longbrake filed a lawsuit 

against them entitled Presbytery of Seattle, et al. v. Schulz, et al., King County Superior 

Court No. 16-2-03515-9 (Presbytery I).   

6. Discovery in Presbytery I revealed that former co-pastors Jeff and Ellen 

Schulz had signed memoranda of understanding in November 2015 that purported to give 

them severance and other benefits if their pastoral relationships were severed by the 

Administrative Commission.  After confirming that Jeff and Ellen Schulz intended to 

assert rights under these documents, the Administrative Commission prepared a First 

Supplemental Report of the Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian Church of 

Seattle dated August 25, 2016 (the “Supplemental Report”).  A true copy of the 

Supplemental Report is attached as Exhibit B.  




































































