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K&L GATES LLP 
925 FOURTH AVENUE 
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON  98104-1158 
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FACSIMILE: (206) 623-7022 

The Honorable Theresa Doyle 
Motion for Summary Judgment 

Hearing:  Friday, March 17, 2017 @ 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF KING 
 

THE PRESBYTERY OF SEATTLE, a 
Washington nonprofit corporation; THE 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 
SEATTLE, a Washington nonprofit 
corporation, 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 
 v. 
 
JEFF SCHULZ and ELLEN SCHULZ, as 
individuals and as the marital community 
comprised thereof, 
 
 Defendants. 

 

No. 16-2-03515-9 SEA 
No. 16-2-23026-1 SEA 
Consolidated  
 
DECLARATION OF  
WILLIAM A. LONGBRAKE  
IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ 
AMENDED MOTION FOR 
SUMMARY JUDGMENT IN 
PRESBYTERY II 

 

I, William A. Longbrake, pursuant to RCW 9A.72.085, declare as follow:   

1.  I am a long-time member and ruling elder of First Presbyterian Church of 

Seattle, also known as Seattle First Presbyterian Church, although I did not serve on the 

session (governing board) of the church in 2015.  I have personal knowledge of the 

matters set forth in this declaration and am competent to testify about those matters. 

2. I hold a bachelor’s degree from The College of Wooster, a master’s degree 

and an MBA degree from the University of Wisconsin - Madison, and a Ph.D. in finance 
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from the University of Maryland.  I began my career in Washington, D.C., serving in 

various positions with the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency and the Federal 

Deposit Insurance Commission (FDIC).  I moved to Seattle in 1982 to become the chief 

financial officer of Washington Mutual, a position that I held, with several interruptions 

including serving as the chief financial officer of the FDIC in 1995-1996, until 2002.  

After 2002, I served in other senior management positions at Washington Mutual until I 

retired in 2008.  

3.  I currently chair the Board of Trustees of Lift Up Africa.  I serve on the 

board of directors of the Washington State Investment Board and am also a member and 

chair of the Board of Trustees of The College of Wooster.  I serve on the board of 

directors of BECU (Boeing Employees Credit Union), the board of directors of Hope 

LoanPort, the board of directors of Doctor Up, and the boards of directors of City First 

Bank of D.C., N.A. and City First Enterprises.  I am a member of the Governor’s Council 

of Economic Advisors (State of Washington) and the University of Maryland’s Robert H. 

Smith School of Business Board of Visitors.   

4. I am a past member of the University of Washington’s Foster School of 

Business Advisory Board.  I served on the board of directors of the Presbyterian 

Publishing Corporation from 1993 to 2002, including a term as chair, and have served on 

two review commissions of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  I 

am a past member of the board of trustees of Auburn Theological Seminary. 

5. I am familiar with the restated articles of incorporation for First 

Presbyterian Church of Seattle.  They were approved by the congregation in June 1985.  

Attached as Exhibit A is a true copy of these restated articles of incorporation. 

6. As a member of First Presbyterian Church of Seattle, I received a notice of 

a congregational meeting on November 15, 2015, as well as a proxy ballot.  Attached as 
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Exhibit B is a true copy of this notice.  I additionally received a notice of a “special 

meeting of the Members of the First Presbyterian Church of Seattle, a Washington 

nonprofit corporation,” scheduled for the same date, as well as a proxy ballot.  Attached as 

Exhibit C is a true copy of this separate notice.  I did not attend either meeting, as I was 

out of town on November 15, nor did I submit a proxy.  (Proxy voting at congregational 

meetings is not permitted by either the Book of Order or the church bylaws.)  Had I been 

present for the meetings on November 15, 2015, I would have opposed the motions 

brought forward by the session. 

7. At no time were the members of the congregation of First Presbyterian 

Church of Seattle apprised of or asked to approve a change in the terms of call for co-

pastors Jeff and Ellen Schulz related to severance.  The first time that I learned of the 

“Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Severance Compensation Obligations” that 

each of Jeff and Ellen Schulz signed on November 10, 2015, was after those documents 

were produced in discovery in June 2016. (The discovery occurred in Presbytery of 

Seattle v. Schulz, et al., King County Superior Court No. 16-2-03515-9.) 

8. As a member of the Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian 

Church of Seattle, I participated in the Administrative Commission’s examination and 

evaluation of these documents in the summer of 2016.  Our findings and actions are set 

forth in the First Supplemental Report of the Administrative Commission for First 

Presbyterian Church of Seattle, dated August 25, 2016, a copy of which is attached to the 

complaint in this case. 

  

 

 














































































