
Final Report of Administrative Commission for the Closing of 

Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church 

The following commission was elected by the Presbytery to work with Capitol Hill Presbyterian 
Church pursuant to its request to close: Ken Onstot, Leslie Ferrell, and Carl Pearson.  We were 
assisted by Helen Hall and Vonna Thomas.  We had meetings on May 8, May 23, June 5, June 
29, and July 10.  In addition Leslie met with the Capitol Hill Session on June 10, and Ken 
represented the Presbytery at their closing worship service on June 24. 

We were assigned the following matters: 

     1.  Assist the CHPC session to conclude the affairs of the church, transfer the remaining 
members to new congregations, and plan a worship service that gives thanks to God for the 
ministry of the congregation. 

Members and attenders at Capitol Hill were given information about neighboring Presbyterian 
Churches and encouraged to find a new worshiping community.  Ken worked with transitional 
pastor Vonna Thomas on the closing worship service. 

    2.  Receive, and transfer to the Stated Clerk, CHPC session records (minutes, register of 
membership rolls, registers of ordered ministries, baptisms, weddings, funerals, etc.), so that 
these records may be appropriately preserved. 

All session records including the membership rolls were transferred to the Presbytery. 

    3. Grant, or to authorize the Stated Clerk to grant, letters of dismissal to CHPC members 
whose names are still on the roll at the time that the congregation is dissolved. 

We authorized the Stated Clerk to grant letters of dismissal for remaining members to other 
congregations when requested. 

    4. If necessary, dissolve pastoral relationships, both temporary and installed, fully 
observing the due process requirements of the Constitution. 

Vonna Thomas’ contract as transitional pastor was scheduled to end on June 30, 2018, so no 
action was required to dissolve a pastoral relationship. 

    5.  Safeguard all property of CHPC, which is held in trust for the use and benefit of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). 

Carl worked with Helen Hall to change signatures on accounts, transfer funds to Presbytery held 
accounts, and change keys to the building. 



    6.  Take possession of all real and personal property, financial records, inventories of 
equipment, and all other assets, and to arrange for transfer of title to the presbytery of all 
accounts and real property known to be in the possession of CHPC. 

Financial records were moved to the Presbytery office.  Helen Hall has worked on an inventory 
of equipment and furnishings.  She has also pulled together instructions, maintenance records, 
and other information related to the building.  We reviewed the church’s parking contract with 
Diamond Parking and agreed to continue the contract for the time being until future decisions 
are made about the property.  We also agreed to allow AA groups meeting in the church to 
continue for the time being.  

    7.  Consult with the CHPC session regarding any requests that the congregation may have 
related to the disposition of equipment and memorials and other property of CHPC. 

The Capitol Hill Session and Deacons made recommendations to the commission on severance 
pay for staff and final grants to mission partners and individuals whom the Deacons wanted to 
help.  These were reviewed by the commission and approved with only a few changes. 

    8.  Approve the disposition of property or arrange for its retention (and, if appropriate, 
storage) for future use at the direction of the presbytery. 

Some movable items in the church, such as sound system equipment, were moved to storage 
by the Presbytery.  Remaining items will be left in the church until decisions are made about the 
future use of the property. 

    9.  Assert the claim of the presbytery to any property of CHPC that is not known at this time 
as well as any property that may come to CHPC as the beneficiary of a will or trust. 

We spent considerable time discussing how this might work.  Scott Lumsden will carry this out 
in the same way it has been done with other churches in the Presbytery that have closed. 

    10.  File Articles of Dissolution with the Washington Secretary of State, thereby causing the 
dissolution of the CHPC Corporation. 

At the suggestion of the Presbytery attorney, it was decided to let the articles of incorporation 
lapse at the end of the year by not renewing in 2019. 

    11. In consultation with the CHPC session, determine the effective date for the dissolution. 

The effective date was June 30, 2018. 

    12. Consult with the presbytery's attorney as needed.  See above under #10.  



With the completion of these tasks, or the arrangement for their completion, the Commission 

requests to be dissolved. 

 

Ken Onstot, Leslie Ferrell, and Carl Pearson 


