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“Why do you believe God is calling you to ministry of Word and Sacrament in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) and how is the Body of Christ affirming this call?” 
 
My greatest delight is being with God and with God’s people in worship. I feel most fully myself 
and most fully alive preparing for service and sensing God’s presence in ministry. During my 
year of Inquiry, I enjoyed the privilege of a gracious internship with Lynne Blessing.  One of 
Lynne’s gentle invitations was to give the homily our first morning at Esperanza. For those of 
you who have not made the journey north, Esperanza’s setting of breathtaking natural beauty is 
the backdrop for sweaty work, good food, and sweet fellowship. I woke up early to complete my 
homily, and after I gave it, sat down next to Lynne who leaned over and whispered in my ear: 
This is your calling, Elaine! That was just right. The next morning at breakfast, the pastor from 
Elim Baptist said much the same thing, and it was a tender mercy to me to have my words so 
affirmed and be received into community by speaking. 
 
The gift of preaching is of course, essential in the calling to the ministry of Word and Sacrament. 
For the process of our mutual discernment, I met with Pastor Doug earlier in the year to ask to 
be on the schedule for the pulpit. Doug hospitably shared his whole process of preaching and 
planning out a year, and sent me home with one of his favorite books, The Witness of 
Preaching, by Thomas Long. At the time we were in the midst of a series on Romans, and I 
accepted the challenge of Paul’s verses having to do with the government. Neither of us knew 
the Sunday I was scheduled to preach would be the day we’d be visited by Eugene Peterson!  
 
The presence of Pastor Peterson magnified the joy of my experience of preaching at Bethany. 
After wrestling so hard with the particular passage, I sang with the choir before stepping into the 
pulpit, and the jubilation that followed felt almost like a wedding to me! Eugene Peterson was a 
part of my story of being led to Seattle Pacific Seminary. After hugging Pastor Peterson, Tim 
Dearborn told me I am anointed for preaching. My heart was so full, I could not sleep. I am 
grateful for the the memory of being so affirmed as I come before you to be considered for 
candidacy. 
 
One of the requirements for ordination with the Presbyterian Church (USA) is Clinical Pastoral 
Education (CPE). I began CPE at Harborview Medical Center in early September and through 
the end of January, I was in Harborview thirty hours a week; I slept there overnight on Fridays. 
Through the crucible of training in a level one trauma center, I began to grow into my sense of 
pastoral authority. I learned how to be a non-anxious presence in the sight of grave trauma. I 
have been affirmed in my ability to listen compassionately and have addressed my blind spot 
around my reluctance to see anger. In the process of CPE, I have become more fully competent 
in relationship with my own feelings and therefore more fully equipped to be with all the feelings 
of others. I have discovered vulnerability is one of my strengths; and that I have the courage to 
be vulnerable while speaking with authority. Harborview CPE has been one of the most 
challenging and transformational experiences of my lifetime so far. 
 
This past year I have enjoyed a few occasions of collaborating creatively in community. Lynne 
and I formed a team with a few women from ECBF and Mt. View, and by listening prayer and 
the leadership of the Spirit, created a meaningful writing workshop. God added blessing by 
prompting the involvement of the Bethany prayer team, which we hadn’t thought of, but going 
forward we will remember the benefit of an intercessory prayer team. The workshop was held at 



 

 

ECBF and well-attended and the presence of the Spirit was in our midst, and we were all so 
grateful for how the Lord brought everything together.  
 
In celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, I had the pleasure of 
performing as Mrs. Luther in a musical at Bethany. I greatly enjoyed rehearsing and performing 
with younger brothers and sisters, and was reminded how creativity in community builds and 
nourishes relationships. I am keenly interested in the intersection of faith and creativity with  
reconciliation and healing, and hope to find ways of opening up creative space in the church as 
a means of cultivating and inspiring community.  
 
I am seeking to serve with the Presbyterian Church (USA) because I appreciate the polity and 
protocols of the Presbyterian form of government. I value the leadership of respected, elected 
elders, the equality of leadership between ruling and teaching elders, and the tempering of 
membership within a presbytery. I value the thoughtfulness of our Book of Order and Book of 
Discipline. I cherish excellent, exegetical preaching and resonate with the Reformed 
understanding of the Sacraments. I appreciate the Presbyterian emphasis on education, civic 
engagement; local and global outreach and service. I appreciate the PCUSA’s “big tent,” as I 
see the gospel of Jesus Christ as radically inclusive. 
 
As far as I can discern from my year of Inquiry, I believe God is calling me to ministry of Word 
and Sacrament. Firstly, because I deeply love God and the church, and secondly, because my 
life has been spoken into by people both in and out of the church to affirm my suitability for 
pastoral ministry. Therefore, I am as certain as I can be before our communal discernment and 
invite your questions, concerns, and observations regarding my sense of calling. 


