
Presbytery of Seattle
Minutes of the Stated Meeting

July 17, 2018

The stated meeting of Seattle Presbytery was held at Vashon Presbyterian Church and was called to
order with prayer at 5:00 p.m. with a prayer by the Moderator Jesse Mabanglo

A quorum was present.1  The agenda was approved as distributed. The minutes April 17, 2018 were
approved.  First time commissioners and elders from other churches were introduced.

Stated Clerk Report

Chinen Installation Commission – The Rev Colleen Chinen was ordained by the following
commission to assume a temporary pastoral relationship at Steel Lake Presbyterian Church, June 3, 2018,
teaching elders Lee Seese, acting moderator, Will Mason, Leigh Weber, Scott Anderson, and ruling elders
Steven Dent of Steel Lake, and Lisa Konick of Mt. Baker Park; who are dismissed with thanks.

Plan for the Number of Ruling Elders – The Clerk is assembling a group of elders from churches

representing different sizes to discuss and draft a plan of fair representation to be included in the bylaws.
Standing Rule Regarding Vote by Ballot – A resolution was received from Linda Enkema, ruling

elder commissioner from Bellevue Presbyterian Church.  She moved that the resolution be adopted, it was
seconded and APPROVED as follows: “Resolved, That the following standing rule be adopted: On a vote
to ordain a candidate to the ministry of Word and Sacrament, a vote by ballot shall be granted upon the
request of any commissioner, without discussion or vote.” 

Executive Board Report
 

Marcus Whitman Wetlands Property Sale – A small parcel that has been designated wetlands adjoins
Whitman Presbyterian Church.  Current setback requirements prohibit development or building on the
land.  Homeless encampments, drug activity and vandalism often occur on the property, and it is costly to
maintain.  The City of Des Moines has agreed to purchase the parcel for an assessed value of $10,000.  
The congregation voted to sell the property at a meeting held January 28, 2018.  It was discovered that the
title to the parcel is in the name of the presbytery: “the tract just east of the church property (King County
Parcel No. 2122049203), which provides access to the church and to Parkside Elementary School via
easement, and the parcel immediately to the east of the access tract, King County Parcel No.
2122049175.”  

The Board reported through its member Loretta Pain, a resolution, which after discussion, was
APPROVED, as follows:  “Resolved, That the presbytery authorize the sale of the wetlands parcel
identified as King County Tax Parcel No. 2122049009, located at 2130 South 248th Street, just south of
Parkside Elementary School in Des Moines, Washington, and that the  net proceeds be allocated to
Marcus Whitman Presbyterian Church. 

Authorized Delegated Actions Reported to the Presbytery:

New Staff Position – The Board authorized the Executive Presbyter to create a presbytery staff
position, defined in a position description and salary to be approved by the Board, to support the
congregations of presbytery in the areas of community engagement, ministry development, and racial
reconciliation; and to hire Tali Hairston to fill that position using grant funds that the Board has
previously authorized for this purpose.  
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Reported For Information:
Anti-Racism Task Force – The Board created a Presbytery Anti-Racism Task Force, facilitated by

Haley Ballast (RE John Knox PC) and made up of members from various presbytery churches and Tali
Hairston (Lake Burien PC).

Overlake Park Grant – The Board concurred with COM’s approval of a grant to Overlake Park PC for

growth and redevelopment, and approved funding half the annual requested amount from property &
finance grants.

Seattle First AC Recommendation – The Board reviewed the recommended resolution regarding the

sale of the property (below) and concurred with the commission’s recommendation.

Worship

Host Pastor Leigh Weber welcomed the presbytery.  The Rev. Mike Pickard preached a sermon on
John 2:1-11 entitled Water into Wine.  Revs. Leigh Weber & Mike Pickard presided at the Lord’s Supper.
The presbytery recessed for dinner at 5:25 p.m. 

Mission Highlights

The presbytery reconvened at 7:04 a.m.  Elder Brian Hewett from John Knox PC and Rev. Lina
Thompson of Lake Burien PC addressed the presbytery regarding The Guns Into Tools Ministry which
seeks to address the issue of gun violence. 

General Assembly Commissioner Reports

Leslie Ferrell of Mercer Island PC,  Rev. Eliana Maxim Associate Executive, Rev. Doug Kelly,
Pastor of Bethany PC, and Julia Sensenbrenner, Bethany PC spoke about their experiences at General
Assembly

Seattle First PC Administrative Commission Report

Sale Seattle First Property – A summary history of this commission is attached for reference.2

Executive Presbyter Scott Lumsden reported, providing the history of the congregation’s desire and

repeated votes to sell the property, since they believed the site was no longer economically sustainable. 
He summarized the recommendation of the AC, that the very large value of the asset would be better used
to support ministry opportunities available to other congregations in the presbytery, and to start new
worshiping communities.

J.P. Kang of the Commission reported the following resolution, which after discussion, and motions
to postpone and amend failed, was APPROVED as follows:

Resolved, that the presbytery empowers the Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian
Church of Seattle to act as the presbytery with the following purposes and authority:

a. to enter into an agreement with a commercial real estate broker to market the real
property owned by First Presbyterian Church of Seattle at 1013 8th Avenue, specifically the block
bounded by Madison and Spring Streets and by Seventh and Eighth Avenues, legally described as 

Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, Block 53, A. A. Denny’s Plat of an extension to Terry’s 1st

Addition to the City of Seattle, according to the Plat thereof recorded in Volume 1 of Plats,
Page(s) 86, in King County, Washington; together with the vacated alley adjoining in said
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Block, which attached to said Lots by operation of law, pursuant to City of Seattle Ordinance
Number 89584.
b. to enter into a purchase and sale agreement for this real property on terms that the

Administrative Commission in its discretion determines are reasonable and appropriate, so that
proceeds may be realized for the use and benefit of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.);

c. to execute and deliver conveyance documents as required by the terms of the purchase and
sale agreement, or as otherwise required by law or custom, to cause the conveyance of the real
property in accordance with the terms of the purchase and sale agreement; and

d.  to execute and deliver such ancillary transactional documents as the Administrative
Commission may deem reasonable or necessary to cause the conveyance of the real property.

2. That the presbytery designates Robert Wallace, Kathryn Smith, and William Longbrake as
authorized signatories, on behalf of the Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian Church of
Seattle, with full power and authority to execute and deliver documentation in furtherance of this
resolution.  Without limiting the foregoing, they have authority to execute and deliver any and all
documents on behalf of First Presbyterian Church of Seattle or the Administrative Commission as
may be necessary to complete the transaction contemplated by the purchase and sale agreement.

3. That the presbytery authorizes Executive Presbyter Scott Lumsden to execute such certificates
of authority or consent as necessary to evidence the continuing effect of the foregoing resolutions
(including, without limitation, certificates as may be requested by the purchaser or by the title
company in connection with the transaction contemplated in the purchase and sale agreement).

Commission on Ministry

Commission moderator Rev. Tiare Matheson reported and invited questions from presbytery
regarding the report; there were none. 

Authorized Delegated Actions Reported to the Presbytery

Lake City/Mabanglo – The temporary pastor relationship was renewed between the session of Lake
City Presbyterian Church and Rev. Dr. Jesse Mabanglo through January 31, 2019. 

Crook Reinstatement - COM determined that Luke Crook has completed the terms of his censure
imposed by the Permanent Judicial Commission; that COM is “convinced of the success of his
rehabilitative work” and that he be reinstated as a member at-large in good standing convinced of the
success of his rehabilitative work.

Martin Vincent Transfer – The Rev. Nancy Martin Vincent was transferred to the Presbytery of San
Francisco.  

Madrona Grace/Davis-Lovelace – The Rev. Bianca Davis-Lovelace was approved to provide pulpit
supply while Rev. Mark Zimmerly is on sabbatical from June 17-September 2.

Indonesian/Buntaran – The relationship between Indonesian Presbyterian Church and Rev. Kolinus
Buntaran was dissolved effective June 28, 2018; Kolinus submitted a resignation letter on June 4.  

Queen Anne/Irving - A part-time temporary associate pastor relationship was approved between the
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session of Queen Anne Presbyterian Church and Rev. Gail Irving through July 1, 2019.  

John Knox/Monson - A temporary relationship was approved as interim pastor between the session of
John Knox Presbyterian Church and Rev. Shari Monson for a one year contract, beginning August 15,
2018 and renewable on a monthly or annual basis. 

West Side/Tanis - A temporary relationship as bridge pastor was approved between the session of
West Side Presbyterian Church and Rev. Keith Tanis for a 60-day period beginning August 1, 2018, with
an option to extend in 30-day intervals thereafter. 

John Knox/Pritchett – The relationship between John Knox Presbyterian Church and Rev. Chris
Pritchett was dissolved effective July 15, 2018.  Background: Chris and his family are moving to Santa
Barbara where he will be directing his family’s foundation.

Newport/Terasaki – A full-time installed relationship between Newport Presbyterian Church and Rev.
Laura Terasaki as Associate Pastor was approved according to the following terms: Effective Salary
$58,960 (cash salary & housing portions to be determined by the session); full BOP benefits; four (4)
weeks annual vacation; two (2) weeks study leave; reimbursable business expenses: study leave $1,000
(cumulative up to three years), annual professional expenses.  Installation will be by an administrative
commission according to the presbyteries own rule.

Bellevue/VanHorn - The relationship between Bellevue Presbyterian Church and Rev. Danna
VanHorn was dissolved effective May 31, 2018 due to her retirement.  The position she held, of
Associate Pastor for Prayer and Care at Bellevue Presbyterian Church was eliminated in concurrence with
the vote of the congregation on April 22, 2018.

Central Kitsap/Kirkpatrick - A temporary associate pastor relationship was approved, as amended,
between the session of Central Kitsap Presbyterian Church and Rev. Tyler Kirkpatrick for one year,
through April 2019. 

Reported For Information

Approved the document Temporary Pastoral Relationships3 for distribution to the churches.

Approved Pulpit Supply Guidelines4 for distribution to the churches.

 Provided financial assistance to support Seattle Presbytery pastors participating in a two-phase
pastors’ renewal event led by Renewal Ministries Northwest. 

Commission on Preparation for Ministry

Authorized Delegated Actions Reported to the Presbytery: 

Ally Pexa of Northminster PC, was enrolled as an inquirer on May 1, 2018.

An Annual consultation was held on May 1, 2018 with Jordan Uomoto of Bethany PC; he was
certified as ready to receive a call.  

Annual consultation was held on July 3, 2018 with Steve Kamm of Sammamish PC; he was approved
to continue as an inquirer. 
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1. Membership Roll and Attendance, July 17, 2018.
2. Seattle First Administrative Commission, Background, History and Rationale
3. Temporary Pastoral Relationships
4. Pulpit Supply Guidelines

Beth Douglas of Union Church was enrolled as an inquirer on July 3, 2018.

Nominating Committee

Alan Beasely reported.  A motion to elect the following was APPROVED:

Elder Craig Bray of Wedgewood Presbyterian Church to the PJC, class of 2024.
Elder Patty Holt of Saint Andrew PC to CPM, class of 2020. 

New Business

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 9:04 p.m.

Rev. Dean R. Strong
Stated Clerk

Attachments:
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Presbytery of Seattle
Membership Roll & Attendance

July 17, 2018

Summary of the Roll (Ruling Elder/Teaching Elder Balance)

Present  Absent  Total  
 Ruling Elders:
   Church Commissioners 37 107 144

   Continuing Members 0 5 5
 Total Ruling Elders 37 112 149
 Teaching Elders 41 211 252
 Total Present and Absent 78 323 401
 Church Representation 20 22 42

Teaching Elders Present (41)

Scott Anderson,  Alan Beasley, Karen Breckenridge, Jeff Bridgeman, Nicole Chilivis, Jan Dittmar, Kristy Farber, Dani 
Forbess, George Furniss, George Gilchrist, Roger    Harwerth, Tasha Hicks-McCray, Staci Imes, J.P. Kang, Doug Kelly, Carol
Kirkpatrick, Tyler Kirkpatrick, James Kumin, Sandra Dee Larson, Jeffrey Lincicome, Scott Lumsden, Eyde Mabanglo, Jesse
Mabanglo, Scott Mann, Will Mason, Tiare  Mathison, Eliana Maxim, Anthony Nugent, Michael Pickard, Ron Rice, Leland L
Seese, Julie Kae Sigars, Gwen Stidham-North, Keith Tanis, Vonna Thomas, Lina Thompson, Kelly Noel Wadsworth, Geoffrey
Wanyoike, Leigh Weber, Aaron Willett, Mark Zimmerly.

Teaching Elders Absent (196)

Jerry Ableidinger, Ellen Acton, Barbara Anderson, Charles Kim Anderson, Heidi Husted Armstrong, Austin Ashenbrenner,
Lynne M Baab, Bruce Baker, Gary Barckert, Becki Barrett, Justin Beatty, Susie Beil, Perla Belo, Jerry D Benjamin, Marta
Bennett, Debbie Blane, Lynne Faris Blessing, Jera Blomquist, Maggie Breen, Kay Broweleit, Kelle Brown, Jeffrey Bullock,
Kolinus Buntaran, Douglas Burleigh, Mark Burns, Randall Butler, Dennie Carcelli, Lynell Caudillo, Robin Le Nai Caudillo,
Rebecca Cedergreen, Nancy D Chambers, Arleigh Champ-Gibson, Kunnan Chen, Livingstone Chen, Mei Hui Chen-Lai, Fred
Choy, James Lewis Christianson, Kwan Bong Chung, Pyung Soo Chung, Rita-Lou Clarke, Dean Copeland, Gordon Cramer,
Luke Crook, Marsha Cutting, Tom Dabasinskas, Al Damon, Ron Davids, Fred Davis, Timothy Dearborn, Cirilo Del Carmen,
Martha Dimmers, Lisa Domke, Katherine Douglass, Deanna Drake, Scott Dudley, Annie Duncan, Doug Early, Kendy Easley,
Tyler Easley, Sheri Edwards Dalton, Cindy Ehlke, Richard C Erickson, Linda Ferguson Conyers, Christy Fisher, Mara
Forster-Smith, Linda Fowler, Leslie  Fox, Shirley Funk, Carolyn Fuson, David W Gallotte, Richard Gatchel, Chet Gean, Mimi
Geibel, Jeffrey Gephart, J. Rich Gingrich, Courtney Grager, Robert Gray, Erin Walsh Griggs, Larry Grounds, John Haberlin,
David Hackett, Sandy Hackett, Holly Hallman, Mary Hanke, Toshio Hayashi, James C Heer, Sally Ann Henry, George
Hinman, Todd Holdridge, M. Louise Holert, Kelly  Hostetler, Dan Houston, Eric 'Rick' Hudson,  Gail Irving, Jennifer Jenkins
Gill, Charles Jenner, Christopher Johnson, King K Jones, Kerry Kaino, Seonglim Kang, Lauden Kangele, James Kearny, Marsh
Kellegrew, Jeff Keuss, Mansour Khajehpour, Joshua Kim, Paul Kim, Yungsik John Kim, Cynthia B. Kirtland, J.J. Kissinger,
Leah Klug, Melvin L. Knight, Sara Koenig, Charles Kothe, Michael Langford, Leslie Irwin Larsen, Richard Leatherberry,
Patricia LeBaron, H.T. Lee, Ben Lindstrom, Lawrence Low, Mollie Rieck Mana'o , Joyce Manson, Tom Masters, Erin (Duke)
McArdel, Robert McClure, David Meekhof, Richard Meske, Florence Mesler, Richard Middleton, Angela Miksovsky, Gregory
Millikan, Umeko Momii, Sharon Jackson Monson, Ray Moore, Janine Moriarty, Jim Mulligan, Bruce Murphy, Lindsay Harris
Murphy, Satoru Nakanishi, Robert D Nicholson, Richard T Nishioka, James B Notkin, Renee Notkin, Ron Oldenkamp, Dan
Oliva, Ken Onstot, Earl F. Palmer, Geun Bum Park, Jim Patten, Jane Plantinga Pauw, Walter L. Pendergrass, Chris Pritchett,
Bianca Quezada, Douglas B Ranney, Jill Rasmussen-Baker, Rosalind Renshaw, Lee Riley, Colin Robeson, Michael E Rogers,
Lars Rood, Steve Ruetschle, Bertram Rutan, Andi Saccoccio, Jonathan Saur, Adrienne Schlosser-Hall, Gordon Schweitzer,
Charlie Scoma, Dale Sewall, John F. Shaw, Martin Shelton-Jenck, Kwan S Shim, Peter   Shultis, Jonathan Siehl, John H
Simpson, Gary Skinner, Paul Smith, Roger A Smith, Mark Smutny, Shannon Smythe, Mark Snelling, Timothy Snow, Jennie
Spohr, Lyle Starkey, Boyd Stockdale, Peter Edward Strong, Janie Stuart, Renee Sundberg, Deborah Sunoo, Ken Sunoo, Ronald
C Thompson , Joe Thomson, Michelle Todd, Jeffrey Towne, Daniel Triller, Terry Tripp, Melvin R Unruh, Danna Van Horn,
John Van Lierop, S.E. 'Skip' Viau, Nancy Martin Vincent , Paton Wall, James K Wellman, Laurie Wheeler, Ryan White, Aaron
Williams, Donna M Wilson, Angela Ying, Mike Yonkers, Gak Chun Youn, William Zacharda.
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Ruling Elder Church Commissioners (37) 

Bellevue
Fil Alleva
Linda Enkema
Larry May

Bethany
Carol Andersen
Gerry Champagne
Barbara Williams

Central Kitsap
Thomas Forstall
John Knox
Brian Hewitt

Lake Burien
Tom Fox
Crystal Hairston
Darwin Paet
Pulemau Savusa

Lake City
Holly Kennill

Madrona Grace
Galen Crawford
Shawna Tuttle

Mercer Island
Leslie Ferrell
Ben McConaughy

Mt. Baker Park
Lisa Konick

Newport
Karen Cunningham

North Point
Lani Curran

Saint Andrew
Chuck Sigars

Seattle First
Kathy Smith

Southminster
John Burrage

Saint Andrew
Pattie Holt
Bob Seel

Steel Lake
Kathryn Murphy
Jenny Treen

Union
Loretta Pain

University
Helen Hall
Clark Puntigam

Vashon
Barbara Huff
Jacq Skeffington

Wedgwood
Jennifer Houston

West Side
Nick Upton

Woodland Park
Dean  Fournier
Marylou MacKay
Todd Peterson

Churches Not Represented (23)

Bremerton Korean, Calvalry, Indonesian, Inglewood, Japanese, John Knox, Korean Pilgrm, Magnolia, Marcus Whitman,
Mountain View, Northminster, Overlake Park, Queen Anne, Rainier Beach, Redmond, Rolling Bay, Sammamish, Seattle
Community, Summit Avenue, Tawainese First, Trinity, Wallingford.

Other Continuing Members, Present (0)

Staff

E.J. Lee, Director of Operations, Dean Strong, Stated Clerk

Visitors

Jeanie Bustard, University, Kevin Carroll, Vashon, Colleen Chinen, Steel Lake,, Tom Curran, North Point, Rob Hagan,
Presbyterian Foundation, Dan  Hammer, Mercer Island, Roger Lee, Woodland Park, Elaine Myers, Bethany, Ed Park,
Sanctuary Church., Cote Soerens, South Park, Bob  Spangler, Vashon.
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First Presbyterian Church of Seattle Administrative Commission
Background, History, Rationale

In 2009, the presbytery formed a Redevelopment Committee (the members of which were Shelley Dahl,
Bob Wallace, Jack VanHartesvelt, Brent Christie, Joy Orona, and George Norris, with Scott Lumsden,
Ellen Schulz, and Jeff Schulz serving ex officio) to walk alongside the session of First Presbyterian Church
of Seattle (FPCS) as the session engaged with developers about potential redevelopment plans for FPCS
property. The recession stalled this process, but after the economy recovered, FPCS picked up the effort
again and resubmitted its RFP (Request for Proposals).

In 2012 the Redevelopment Committee petitioned the presbytery to reconstitute itself with the power to act
on the presbytery's behalf, making the members of the Redevelopment Committee the members of the
Redevelopment Administrative Commission. The Redevelopment AC worked for two years overseeing the
development process. In June 2014 the Redevelopment AC approved a purchase and sale agreement with
bcIMC for the North Block of FPCS property and an option agreement for South Block (on which the
FPCS sanctuary sits).

Appointment of the Administrative Commission

On November 17, 2015, Seattle Presbytery appointed an Administrative Commission to work on the
presbytery’s behalf with the following purposes and authority:

1. to reiterate the presbytery’s invitation to the session of FPCS to enter into the presbytery’s
Communal Discernment and Gracious Separation policy and, if that invitation is accepted, to
appoint the members of the Discernment Team;

2. to require or request, have access to, receive, and review all documents of FPCS, including but not
limited to business and financial records of the congregation and the corporation [G-3.0107, G-
3.0108, G-3.0204];

3. to ensure that the provisions of the Constitution are followed in the governance of FPCS, including
but not limited to G-4.0101, G-4.0102, G-4.0202, and G-4.0204;

4. to direct that corrective action be taken if matters are determined to be out of compliance with the
Constitution [G-3.0108c];

5. to make provision for and to name a moderator [G-1.0504 and G-3.0201];

6. to call meetings of the congregation [G-1.0502] and the session [G-3.0203], if necessary, to
transact business in accordance with the Book of Order;

7. if it becomes evident that the church is in “schism,” to determine the “true church” within the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in this matter [G-4.0207];

8. to thoroughly investigate and provide a full opportunity for the session to be heard, and if it
concludes that the session is unable or unwilling to manage wisely its affairs, to assume original
jurisdiction with the full power of the session [G-3.0303e];

9. to consult with ruling elders and teaching elders, to provide written notice of disapproval, and, if
the ruling or teaching elder persists in the work, to conclude that he or she has renounced the
jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) [G-2.0407; G-2.0509];

10. if necessary, to dissolve pastoral relationships, both temporary and installed, fully observing the
due process requirements of the Constitution [G-2.0901ff.];
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11. to consider the viability of the congregation and make recommendations to the presbytery in that
regard;

12. to negotiate terms for the dismissal of the congregation if it becomes evident that a sufficient
majority of the active membership desires to be dismissed to another Reformed body, utilizing the
presbytery’s Communal Discernment and Gracious Separation Policy;

13. to safeguard all property of FPCS, which continues to be held in trust for the use and benefit of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and to determine the ownership of any FPCS property that has been
transferred to third parties; and

14. to seek relief in civil court, if necessary, and/or to respond to court actions instituted by others, to
remedy any omission, error, or misdeed on the part of the session, the congregation, or the trustees
(or any other entity that purports to act or have acted on behalf of FPCS).

The Work of the Administrative Commission

On February 16, 2016, the Administrative Commission issued a report and took a number of actions with
respect to FPCS. The Administrative Commission found that the FPCS session was unable or unwilling to
wisely manage its affairs and that it could not exercise its authority [G-3.0303e]. The Administrative
Commission therefore assumed original jurisdiction with the full power of the session of FPCS. Its
authority to do this was upheld by the King County Superior Court in May 2016, and the Washington
Supreme Court denied discretionary review. 

On August 25, 2016, the Administrative Commission issued a supplemental report addressing purported
severance agreements signed by the former co-pastors of FPCS. The Administrative Commission found
that these agreements were invalid, inapplicable, and unenforceable. That finding was upheld by the King
County Superior Court in March 2017.

In addition to providing that the Word of God may be truly preached and heard at FPCS, providing that the
Sacraments may be rightly administered and received, and nurturing the covenant community of disciples
of Christ at FPCS, the Administrative Commission has worked to be a faithful steward of the material
resources of FPCS. This includes entering into a lease agreement with Compass Housing Alliance for use
of the lower level of the church for an innovative program that is addressing homelessness.

Expiration of the Option Agreement

In December 2017 the option to develop the South Block at FPCS lapsed. The developer confirmed this in
early 2018. The developer also paid off a promissory note, thereby satisfying its obligation to FPCS with
respect to the earlier sale of the North Block.

The Administrative Commission has confirmed that the value of the South Block is substantially greater
than the amount that it was valued at in the option agreement. The Administrative Commission has also
confirmed that the value of the property is greater if it is devoted fully to commercial development. For this
and other reasons, including the necessary displacement of the congregation during redevelopment, the
Administrative Commission believes that it makes sense to pursue congregational ministry elsewhere rather
than seek to maintain it on the South Block. The Administrative Commission therefore seeks authority to
market and sell the property without any encumbrances or retained interest.
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TEMPORARY PASTORAL RELATIONSHIPS

SEATTLE PRESBYTERY

 
G-2.0504b. Temporary Pastoral Relationships – Temporary pastoral relationships are
approved by the presbytery and do not carry a formal call or installation. When a congregation
does not have a pastor, or while the pastor is unable to perform her or his duties, the session,
with the approval of presbytery, may obtain the services of a minister of the Word and
Sacrament, candidate, or ruling elder in a temporary pastoral relationship. No formal call shall
be issued and no formal installation shall take place.

Titles and terms of service for temporary relationships shall be determined by the
presbytery. A person serving in a temporary pastoral relationship is invited for a specified
period not to exceed twelve months in length, which is renewable with the approval of the
presbytery. A minister of the Word and Sacrament employed in a temporary pastoral
relationship is ordinarily not eligible to serve as the next installed pastor, co-pastor, or
associate pastor.
 
G-2.0504c. Exceptions – A presbytery may determine that its mission strategy permits a
minister of the Word and Sacrament currently . . .  employed in a temporary pastoral
relationship to be eligible to serve as the next installed pastor, co-pastor, or associate pastor.
Presbyteries that permit this eligibility shall establish such relationships only by a three-fourths
vote of the members of presbytery present and voting. 
 
                                  Appropriate Temporary Pastoral Relationships
 
Interim/Transitional – Traditional interim, serving between installed relationships.  Renewal is
appropriate when it is apparent that the search process will extend beyond one year.
 
Short-term – when a congregation has a specific identified short term staffing need that requires
a minister of the Word and Sacrament (an installed relationship for a designated term should
also be considered).  Renewal is not normally appropriate.  If, toward the end of the twelve
month period, it is apparent that the position is to continue, the process of creating an installed
position should commence.
 
Experimental/Trial – When, in consultation with COM, a session desires to experiment with
adding an associate pastor position, when the identified need is uncertain due to budget
constraints, needs clarity that can only be discovered with experimentation, or other
circumstances. 

C If renewal is requested, the session will also normally be expected to request that the
position be establishment as an installed position during the period of renewal according
to G-2.08.

C If a temporary position is to be converted to an installed position, all of the requirements
of G-2.08 must be followed. 

Congregational Hardship - When, in consultation with COM, a session determines that it cannot
financially afford an installed pastor, it may request permission to contract for a temporary
pastor to be reviewed anually. 
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C The eligibility of person serving as a temporary pastor to serve in the installed is
determined by COM.

C The consideration of a person serving as a temporary pastor to serve in the installed
position, and whether or not others will be considered, is determined by the PNC in
consolation with COM.  The PNC may also consult with the session.

C The establishment of such a relationship is only by a three-fourth’s vote of the
members of presbytery present and voting.

 
                                Temporary Pastoral Relationships Should Not Be Used

C To avoid the cost of providing benefits, as in BOP benefits required of installed positions,
full or part time.  Session will be expected to demonstrate how adequate equivalent
employment benefits are being provided to those serving in temporary relationships.

C To circumvent or shorten the process of calling and installing pastoral leadership. 
Expediting the normal process can occur when the presbytery’s strategy for mission
requires it.

C For an associate pastor position that is no longer temporary, that has been extended
beyond twelve months and is not in the process of conversion to an installed position.  If
it is anticipated that a temporary position might last longer than twelve months, and
installed position for a designated terms should be considered.

 
                   Ministers of Other Denominations Serving in Temporary Relationships
 
Ministers of other Christian denominations may serve in temporary pastoral relationships with
the permission of COM according to the above process.  A requirement of presbytery approval
of such a relationship is that the minister be examined and enrolled as a member of the
presbytery during the period of service according to G-2.0506.
 
                                                                Termination
 
Temporary pastoral relationship automatically terminate after twelve months unless they have
been renewed and approved by COM before the twelve month expiration date.  By definition, an
expired relationship cannot be “renewed,” rather a new agreement must be negotiated and
executed.
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PRESBYTERY OF SEATTLE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY   

PULPIT SUPPLY GUIDELINES 

The Presbytery is responsible for approving all persons who preach in the pulpits of the 
congregations of the Presbytery, including those who serve as temporary preachers. 

The Commission on Ministry will establish and provide a list of persons who are minister 
members of the Presbytery*, have been authorized to preach, are currently in seminary, have 
been trained or are currently undergoing training as a Commissioned Ruling Elder. While 
Presbyterian Elders as well as ministers of other denominations may be available and willing to 
preach, they must first be authorized to do so by the Commission on Ministry on behalf of the 
Presbytery. In an emergency situation where a previously authorized preacher is not able to 
serve on a given Sunday or time of worship due to health, weather, or other emergency 
circumstances, an elder of that congregation may lead worship and deliver a message or 
sermon.    

Recognized minister members of the Presbytery, trained Commissioned Ruling Elders, Inquirers 
and Candidates under care of the Presbytery (who have been approved by the CPM to preach) 
may, upon request and consent of COM, be added to the Presbytery’s Pulpit Supply List.   

The COM has determined that any person preaching more than three consecutive Sundays in 
the same congregation/pulpit will have the prior approval of the COM. 

For any Sundays when the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be celebrated, a Presbyterian 
Minister will officiate at the Table. The Presbyterian Minister will be a member in good standing 
in the Presbyterian Church (USA).    

Presbyterian Elders, PC(USA) Ministers who are not members of the Presbytery of Seattle, and 
ministers of other denominations will meet the following requirements before being added to 
the Presbytery’s Pulpit Supply List:           

● Provide a resume to the COM Moderator including formal education, 
occupation/employment, church/presbytery membership and service, additional 
learning experiences, relevant gifts and skills, and a brief statement of faith and 
personal faith journey.  

● Interview with representative(s) of COM to assess theology, understandings of 
Presbyterian government, and their reasons for wanting to be included on the Pulpit 
Supply List.             

● Provide a letter of endorsement from home church session or home judicatory. 

● Provide a sample sermon in manuscript form and preach before representatives from 
COM. 

● Sign the Sexual Misconduct Self Certification Form and be subject to any 
background/reference checks that may be required of minister members of the 
Presbytery. 

● For Presbyterian Elders, they will have completed the requirements of Commissioned 
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Ruling Elder education. 

● Ministers from other denominations will be required to present a baccalaureate degree 
from an accredited college or university and a theological degree from an institution 
acceptable to the Presbytery.     

COM will review those on the Pulpit Supply List as needed, and distribute an updated list to 
Presbytery sessions upon request.  Those interested in being on the Pulpit Supply List should 
contact COM leadership (com@seapres.org).  

Preaching Honorarium Schedule 

● Churches are expected to provide an honorarium plus mileage (IRS approved mileage 
rate per vouchered mile) for pulpit supply preachers. The following schedule lists the 
COM approved minimum honorariums: 

● A minimum honorarium suggestion is: $150 for one worship service; $50 for each 
additional service on the same day, and an additional honorarium if the second service 
is a distinctively different service.    

Feedback: Congregations/Supply Preachers – COM wants to know about your church’s pulpit 
supply experience, including ideas for strengthening the pulpit supply ministry and process. 
Please contact the COM leadership (com@seapres.org) with feedback. 

* Note: Minister members of the Presbytery can also be requested to serve communion, 
baptize children and adults, ordain/install new officers. If a session decides to schedule a 
session meeting on a Sunday, a minister member of the Presbytery serving as pulpit supply can 
also be available to moderate such a session meeting, at the invitation of the assigned 
moderator. (N.B. There is a suggested honorarium to serve as a guest/appointed moderator of 
a session.) 
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